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On the Evolution of Bilateral Investment

Treaty Models and China’s Response
Zeng Huaqun

Abstract: In the bilateral investment treaty ( BIT ) practice, BIT models, as policy statement,
negotiating basis and basic norms, are developing continuously. Their roles and influence are increasingly
demonstrated. BIT models originate from developed countries’ practice, serving the policy goal for
protecting their overseas investment. The trend of BIT models has long been dominated and influenced by
developed countries. Under the economic globalization, there are * liberalization” approach and
“sustainable development” approach in the development of BIT models and related practice. As a large
developing country with a high sense of responsibility, China should, based on the analysis of the trend
of BIT models and related practice and aiming at dealing with the North-South issues, insist on the
fundamental principles of international economic law and determine carefully the objective and pattern of
China’s BIT model, with a view to formulating a *sustainable-development-friendly” BIT model with
Chinese characteristics that will guide and regulate China’s BIT practice.

Keywords: Bilateral Investment Treaty Models, Investment Liberalization, Sustainable Development
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Analysis of the Legal Impact on the South China Arbitration .

Perspective on the Legal Status of Taiping Island
Tsung-Han Tai and Serafettin Yilmaz

Abstract; This paper examines the Philippines’ Arbitration strategy toward Taiping Island, asking
primarily whether the Taiping Island would be considered as an island entitled with exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) and continental shelf (CS) under Articlel21 of the UNCLOS. Our aim is to explore the
potential impact of Taiping Island’s legal status on the Philippines’ fifteen Submissions, holding that 9 of
the 15 Submissions ( Submission No.4,5,6,7,8,9, 11, 12, and 14) would potentially be damaged if
Taiping Island were established as having entitlement to EEZ and CS.

Keywords: South China Sea Arbitration, UNCLOS, Article 121, Taiping Island
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