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@ General Assembly, General Assembly Adopts Resolution Calling upon States Not to Recognize Changes in Status of Crimea Region
GA/11493, March 27, 2014, hitp: //www. un. org/ News/Press/docs/2014/gal1493. doc. htm/ ( last visited March 31,
2014).
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Antonio Cassese, Self-determination of Peoples: A Legal Reappraisal (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995), p.65.
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Patricia Carley, “ Self-Determination, Sovereignty, Territorial Integrity, and the Right to Secession”, Report from A
Roundtable Held in Conjunction with the U. S. Department of State’s Policy Planning Staff, United States Institute of Peace,
Summary, Peaceworks No.7, March 1996.
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@O See Comment made by the Chairman of the Working Party of the Third Committee when presenting the draft to the Third
Committee, UN Doc. , A/C.3/SR. 668. , para. 3.
@ Cassese, Self-determination of Peoples: A Legal Reappraisal, p.59 and pp. 61 —62.
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@  According with International Law of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence of kosovo, 1. C.]. Advisory Opinion of 22 July
2010, para. 121.

® According with International Law of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence of kosovo, 1. C.]J. Advisory Opinion of 22 July
2010, para. 80.
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node/271/ (last visited March 31, 2014).
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See James Crawford, “State Practice and International Law in Relation to Secession”, (1998) 69 British Yearbook of
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Issues of International Law Concerning Crimea’s

Independence from Ukraine and Merging with Russia
Zeng Lingliang

Abstract: The Crimea’s Declaration of Independence from Ukraine and Merging with Russia is related to
self-determination of peoples and territorial integrity in international law. Both self-determination of
peoples and territorial integrity are fundamental principles and jus cogens of international law, though
each has different priorities. Territorial integrity is the first and foremost element of state sovereignty on
which states exercise their governance and jurisdiction. Self-determination contains two basic elements,
namely internal determination and external determination, mainly applying to peoples of an existing state
and colonial peoples and peoples under foreign occupation and ruling. Minority nationalities or ethnic
groups who do not constitute peoples do not have the right to self-determination in international law. Since
modern times referendum has already developed to be a common way of exercising the right to self-
determination and determining the political status of disputed territory, but referendum must be in
accordance with some basic principles to obtain legitimacy and effectiveness. Kosovo’s unilateral
declaration of independence does not constitute a precedent in the international law.

Keywords: Crimea’s Independence, Self-determination of Peoples, Referendum, State Territorial Integrity
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